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Message FroM The Mayor
Paul BilluPs, Mayor 

Town of Ceredo Town Council Regular Session June 3rd, 2019 at the Ceredo City Hall
The Mayor, Paul A. Billups, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present included the 
Mayor, Paul A. Billups; the Recorder, Stanley E. Fink; and Councilmen Dennis Adkins, 
Oscar Adkins, Steve Diamond, Robert Leslie and Joe Ratcliff.

Reading of the Minutes
The Mayor asked if Council had any questions or additions to the minutes of the May 6th, 2019 
Regular Session.  None being heard, on a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by Oscar Adkins, 
Council voted to wave the reading of the May 6th, 2019 Regular Session and accepted the minutes as 
presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer, Robert Leslie, presented Council with the account balances in each account and the expen-
ditures as of May 31st, 2019.
The Mayor asked for questions on the report.  None being heard, the Mayor requested the report be 
made part of the minutes.

An Ordinance Establishing and Fixing Sewer Rates, Fees and Charges for the 
Town of Ceredo, West Virginia Public Hearing
The Mayor asked those present if anyone had any comments or questions regarding the Ordinance.  
The Mayor asked the Town Clerk if she had received any phone calls regarding the rate increase.  
The Clerk advised she had received one (1) call, but that person was not present at this meeting.
The Mayor closed the comment period and advised the second reading of the Ordinance would be 
held later in the meeting.

Ceredo Elementary Update
The Mayor reported the Wayne County School Board had turned the keys to the school over to the 
Town and the building had been secured.  Keeping the kitchen equipment in the cafeteria for future 
programs was discussed.

Fleet Insurance and General Liability Insurance Renewals
The Mayor advised the fleet and general liability insurance policies would renew the first of August 
2019 and that he had started two (2) weeks ago contacting carriers for bids.

Street Sign Completion
The Mayor advised that street signs to complete the sign project had been ordered and should be 
installed in the next couple of weeks.

Corps of Engineers Floodwall Report
The Mayor reported he had received the Corps of Engineering inspection report and the Town had 
been found at fault because pictures of the tunnel and sluice gate had not been provided.  The Mayor 
recommended that, because a log dam needed to be installed and the water pumped out to allow ac-
cess to the tunnel so that pictures could be taken of the area, a contractor should be hired to complete 
the project.
The Mayor also addressed a number of floodwall gates that would need to be installed to be in com-
pliance with the every-three-year installation requirement. Council was in agreement that the Mayor 
contact a contractor to perform the tunnel project.

Street Light Upgrade
The Mayor addressed the need to upgrade the street lights in the Town due to age and needed repairs.  
He also addressed the areas in the Town that needed to be upgraded with new LED lighting.
The Mayor introduced Mr. Steve Matthews from State Electric, who presented Council with options 
for design, materials and miscellaneous hardware available for street lighting.
The Mayor and Council discussed the lighting upgrade for the Town and on recommendation of 
Council, it was decided that the Mayor and Councilman, Steve Diamond, would survey the light 
system and report on the number of lights required to upgrade the system throughout the Town.

2019 Audit Application
The Mayor advised he was in the process of contacting firms to bid on the performance of the audit 

for 2019.  

Ramsdell House Monument
The Mayor addressed placing a monument at the Ramsdell House to designate the area of the 
Ramsdell family graves.  He advised the cost of the monument would be $2,600 and the monies for 
the project could be covered through the Special Levy.
On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Robert Leslie, Council voted to purchase the 
monument for the Ramsdell House at a cost of $2,600.  See attached drawing.

Playground at A Street and 2nd Street East
The Mayor recommended that, because of the lack of use of the playground, the equipment be 
moved to another location and a fence be erected to allow for the development of a dog park in 
that area. 

Summer Youth Work Program
The Mayor reported that four (4) young men were being hired to help with summer projects 
around Town.

Resolution of Support for the Beech Fork Lodge Project
The Mayor presented, for Council’s consideration, a Resolution outlining the Town’s support for the 

Beech Fork Lodge project.
On a motion by Joe Ratcliff and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the Resolution 
as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.  See attached copy.

An Ordinance Establishing and Fixing Sewer Rates, Fees and Charges for the 
Town of Ceredo, West Virginia
The Mayor read, on second reading, an Ordinance establishing and fixing sewer rates, fees and 
charges for the Town of Ceredo, West Virginia.
On a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by Oscar Adkins, Council voted to approve the 
Ordinance as read, on second reading.  All were in favor, motion carried.  See attached copy.

Police Department Report
Police Chief, Tony Poston, reported on the taser proposal and the options that tasers give the 
officers when confronted with various situations and he recommended the purchase of tasers for the 
department.
After discussion and on a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Oscar Adkins, Council voted to 
purchase tasers for the Ceredo Police Department and asked Chief Poston to update the Mayor and 
Council when the necessary training is completed.

Stormwater Manager/Administrative Assistant Report
Mr. Dustin Long updated Council on the status of the installation of the pickle ball courts.  
Mr. Long reported that the MS4 Annual Report had been submitted and Mr. Alan Kee from the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) had visited the Town on May 22nd, 2019 to inspect 
the Town’s MS4 program, which seemed to go well.
Mr. Long advised that Patrick Jorgensen from Steptoe and Johnson Environmental Services had 
followed up on a note that had been sent to the DEP about the oil changing pit in the maintenance 
garage. He also reported that Mr. Andy Cremeans from the Corps of Engineers had followed upon 
our floodwall inspection, which was conducted in December 2018 and that Mr. Cremeans provided 
some suggestions on proper ways to correct a few issues listed in our reports.

Executive Session
The Mayor then called the meeting into executive session to discuss personnel matters.

Adjournment
No further business was brought before the Council.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

    Summer has been good to 
Ceredo! Our maintenance 
employees have done their 
usual exemplary job and the 
Beautification Committee 
has kept our streets litter-
free. Residents have once 
again answered the call by 
keeping our yards mowed 
and assisting with “clean the 
block” efforts. The Town 
simply looks great and each 
of us should be proud. 
    With the pickleball/bas-
ketball project complete, 
our attention will next 
turn to the new street light 
project that is expected to 
begin in mid-August. The 
installation of new LED 
lights on decorative poles 
will be performed in-house, 

under the supervision of 
Superintendent Ron Jar-
rell. A total of 32 new lights 
will be installed, and it is 
anticipated that the decora-
tive poles will add to the 
aura of small-town America 
as we know it, while yield-
ing a savings to the town on 
the cost of electricity. It is 
projected that this project 
will be complete by the end 
of October. 
    Now that the former 
elementary school has been 
officially turned over to 
the town, we have started 
a general cleaning of the 
facility while determining 
what the initial uses will 
be. The school committee 
will meet this week, with 

recommendations thereafter 
made to the Town Council. 
Given the size of the overall 
project, it is expected that 
we will update the build-
ings a section at a time with 
initial emphasis on the caf-
eteria and gym so that those 
multi-use buildings can be 
utilized fairly quickly by a 
large number of people. 
    The Farmer’s Market 
is going strong, all be it 
without one of our favorite 
farmers. Dorothy Stewart of 
Greenbrier Farms has been 
out of commission after suf-
fering a broken leg. Doro-
thy’s assistants have kept 
the concession going in her 
absence, and we hope to see 
Dorothy recovered and back 

to the market soon. 
    The Ramsdell House 
re-opening and dedica-
tion of a monument for the 
graves of Z.D., Almeda, and 
Carrie Ramsdell Bloss is 
scheduled to take place on 
Sunday, September 8, at 3:00 
p.m. Following the dedica-
tion ceremony there will 
be a free ice cream social 
sponsored by Austin’s held 
on the street in front of 
the Ramsdell House. This 
should be a significant event 
in Ceredo, with 23 mem-
bers of the Ramsdell family 
returning for the ceremony. 
I urge each of you to attend, 
pay respects to one of our 
founding families, and enjoy 
a true town gathering. 

    It is wonderful to see so 
many residents out each 
evening taking advantage 
of the summer weather. The 
number of people taking 
walks or riding bikes every 
evening is reminiscent of 
America many years ago, 
and we are indeed fortu-
nate to still be able to do 
this in Ceredo. During a 
recent bike ride one of our 
residents said “This is like 
Mayberry!” and I couldn’t 
agree more. 
    Autumn is coming and so 
is Autumnfest. The Autum-
nfest Committee has done 
a great job in building this 
into a regional celebration, 
and this year’s event prom-
ises to be the biggest and 

best ever. Watch next month 
for updates concerning new 
attractions in Ceredo during 
Autumnfest! 
    On behalf of myself, the 
Council, and all of our 
employees, thank each of 
you for your work in mak-
ing Ceredo the finest small 
town in West Virginia. It is 
a true pleasure when every 
week I receive calls from 
either persons that have 
passed through town or 
persons that have recently 
moved here complimenting 
how well our neighbor-
hoods are maintained and 
how clean and neat the 
town appears. Without each 
of you this wouldn’t be pos-
sible. 

    Two traveling baseball teams composed largely of lads 
from Ceredo and Kenova won “World Series” tourna-
ments sponsored by the U.S. Specialty Sports Association in 
Kingsport, TN. In the 10U division title game, the Tri-State 
Titans outscored Express Baseball by a 6-1 score. In the 11U 
division, the Titans took a 4-2 victory over the Mid-Ameri-
can Prospects squad. 
    Ceredo-Kenova students on the 10U team are Abe Null, 
Brody Spencer, Levi Yeoman, Jack Shumaker, and Jake Van 
Arsdale. Representing C-K on the 11U team are Gage Rob-
erts and Parker Acord. 
    The Titans, based out of the Andrew Scites ThunderDome 
in Kenova, also have teams competing in the 12U and 13U 
divisions. This is a great accomplishment for the children 
and hopefully means several good years of baseball coming 
in the C-K area. 

Local Ballers Win

Tri-State Titans 10U team Tri-State Titans 11U team
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Message FroM The Mayor 

Town of Ceredo Town Council Regular Session February 4th, 2019

The Town of Ceredo Town Council met in Regular Session on Monday, February 4th, 2019 at the Ceredo 
City Hall.  The Mayor, Paul A. Billups, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present included the 
Mayor, Paul A. Billups; the Recorder, Stanley E. Fink; and Councilmen Dennis Adkins, Oscar Adkins, Steve 
Diamond, Robert Leslie and Joe Ratcliff.

The Passing of Mayor Otis E. Adkins
Mayor Paul A. Billups recognized the passing of Mayor Otis Adkins and acknowledged his service to the 
Town of Ceredo, which included his tenure as a Councilman, as a Mayor and serving on various committees 
in the Town and in Wayne County.
Mayor Billups then read a proclamation in honor of Mayor Adkins, ordering all flags within the city limits of 
Ceredo be flown at half-staff from 9:00 a.m. on February 3rd, 2019 through sundown February 9th, 2019. See 
attached copy.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
The Mayor asked if Council had any corrections or additions to the minutes of the January 7th, 2019 Regular 
Session.  None being heard, on a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted 
to wave the reading of the minutes for the January 7th Regular Session and accept them as presented.  All 
were in favor, motion carried.

Treasurers’ Report
Treasurer Bob Leslie presented Council with the existing account balances in each Town account as of Janu-
ary 31st, 2019.  The Mayor asked for questions on the report. None being heard, the Mayor requested the 
report be made part of the minutes.
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the Treasurers’ 
report as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Ramsdell House Committee Report
The Mayor addressed the need for rehabilitating the Ramsdell House to allow the dwelling to be used for cur-
rent and future events.
The Mayor advised Council that he had engaged Mrs. Debbie Wolfe to supervise the rehabilitation project 
and he invited members of Council to visit the House to see the progress Mrs. Wolfe had physically achieved.
Mrs. Wolfe conducted a power point presentation, which addressed projects already completed and the 
structural and cosmetic tasks that still need attention. She also provided an overview of the historical artifacts 
that were found during the renovations and the connection of the House to the underground railroad activity 
in the area.
The Mayor, on behalf of the Council and himself, thanked Mrs. Wolfe for her work and attention to the 
House thus far. He also added that, at a later date, a marker would be placed in the area of the Ramsdell family 
burial plots. 

Ceredo Elementary Update
The Mayor addressed the awarding of the audit to Mr. Michael Ballestra and advised he expects the audit to 
be completed by January 31st, 2019.
Old Ceredo Elementary School Property
The Mayor reported he had been advised the Wayne County Board of Education had given the superinten-
dent the authority to move forward with the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town 
of Ceredo.  He stated, as this was not official yet, he expected the Board’s attorney would be contacting him in 
the next few days to begin the document process.
The Mayor also discussed forming a committee to generate possible uses for the school and stated the Town 
would not let the property lie dormant.

Police Vehicle Delivery Date
The Mayor advised he had been in contact with the attorney for the Wayne County Board of Education 
regarding the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town of Ceredo.  The Mayor added 
that the attorney had informed him the deeds had been prepared in anticipation of the Board transferring the 
property at their next meeting.

Sewer Rate Increase
The Mayor reported that Attorney Robert Rodecker had not been able to complete the necessary paperwork 
to be presented to the Public Service Commission.  The Mayor stated that if the documents arrived in the 
next couple of days, a special session would be called to move the project forward.

Special Levy Election Update
The Mayor addressed the Special Levy Election scheduled for March 16th, 2019, with early voting starting on 
March 2nd, 2019 at the Ceredo City Hall.

New Garbage Collection Schedule and Cost
The Mayor addressed the garbage collection schedule and the cost incurred in supplying the service.

Town Committee Volunteers
The Mayor advised the Town will be looking for volunteers to fill vacancies on the Historical Committee, as 
well as the School Use Committee, whose goal will be to recommend the use(s) for the school property.

Hershel “Woody” Williams Address at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School
Mr. Kim Wolfe, School Resource Officer, advised Council that World War II Medal of Honor Recipient, Her-
shel “Woody” Williams would be addressing the students at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School on February 
22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

Ordinance Repealing Omnibus Ordinance, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance repealing Omnibus Ordinance relating to incarceration 
penalties.
On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Robert Leslie, Council voted to approve the Ordinance, as 
read on Second Reading,.  All were in favor, motion carried. See attached copy.

Ordinance Establishing A Building Permit Fee Schedule, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance Amending Section 1701.03 of the Codified Ordinances 
as it relates to building permit fees.
On a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by Joe Ratcliff, Council voted to approve the Ordinance as read 
on Second Reading.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Appointment of Special Levy Poll Workers
The Recorder read a list of proposed Poll Workers for the Special Levy Election to be held March 16th, 2019.  
The list included Greg Jarrell, Lawrence Salmons, Lynn Salmons, Gloria Pierce and Gary Runyon. 
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the poll workers for 
the Special Levy Election as read.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Parking on the 700 Block of 1st Street West
The Mayor addressed complaints he had received about the parking in the 700 block of 1st Street West.  He 
advised that, because of the number of vehicles and the size of the lots on the street, there was no simple reso-
lution to the problem and that this problem would have to be dealt with on a case-per-case basis.

2019-2020 Budget Work Session
The Mayor addressed the 2019-2020 budget preparations and advised he would be scheduling a special work 
session in the next couple of weeks.

Police Department Report
The Mayor addressed the preparations underway for the Memorial Service for Mayor Adkins.  He reported 
that the police and fire departments would be serving as honor guards and paul bearers.  Also addressed was 
the preparations being made for the flag detail that would be in place on the funeral procession route.
Chief Poston updated the Mayor and the Council on the progress being made by the new officers and the 
status of getting the new cruisers ready for service.

Stormwater Supervisor/Administrative Assistant Report
Mr. Dustin Long reported that a demolition order had been placed on the dwelling at 341 3rd Street East and 
the demolition hearing for the dwelling at 725 Main Street had been scheduled by the Unsafe Housing Com-
mission.
Mr. Long also reported on the MS4 meeting he had attended in Charleston WV and the preparations being 
made for the renewal of the Town’s permit.
He also provided an update on the progress being made on the sewer mapping project.
Mr. Long conducted a presentation on a Subsite push camera recommended for purchase by the Town, 
which will enhance the Town’s ability to diagnose problems in small sewer lines.  After the presentation and 
on a motion by Joe Ratcliff and a second by Steve Diamond, Council voted to approve the purchase of the 
Subsite push camera for $6,785.  All were in favor, motion carried.  See attached copy.

Maintenance Report
Maintenance Superintendent Ronnie Jarrell addressed the need to increase the sewer tap fee.  The Mayor 
requested Mr. Jarrell conduct a survey of tap fees in the surrounding towns of equal size for comparison of 
fees being charged in the area.
Mr. Jarrell advised the used cruisers would be ready for auction in the next couple of weeks.  He also updated 
Council on the adjusted garbage pickup process.
Also discussed was the changing of the non-reflective traffic signs.
The Mayor reported on the increase in the sewer treatment costs caused by stormwater being deposited into 
the sanitary sewer lines. He also commended the Town crews for the condition of the Town this winter.

Adjournment
No further business was brought before the Council.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

    We are now two years into the 
present administration, our 153rd 
year as a municipal corporation, 
and it is perhaps a good time to 
reflect on the last two years and 
look forward to the next two 
years. At the outset, it is incum-
bent to mention the fine work 
performed daily by our mainte-
nance, water, administrative, and 
police departments. It is thanks to 
these people that Ceredo remains 
one of the cleanest and safest 
municipalities in West Virginia. 
    Two years ago, we formulated a 
three-year plan for the operation 
of the town, with certain goals 
to be accomplished each year. 
During the first year we planned 
to update the maintenance 
department fleet and equipment, 
modernize the computer system 
at Town Hall, improve our ac-
counting procedures, improve 
landscaping around Town Hall 
and on Main Street, establish a 
tree maintenance program, start 
a program for business signs that 
is cohesive throughout town, and 
the establishment of a farmer’s 
market. These goals were accom-

plished, and we were also able to 
grant pay increases to all town 
employees, thanks primarily to a 
rededicated effort by our employ-
ees to work more efficiently. 
    During the second year our 
goals were to bring the town 
budget in line with our decreas-
ing tax base, update the police 
department fleet, purchase new 
equipment for floodwall and 
common area mowing, refurbish 
landscaping at our Veteran’s Me-
morial, continue urban renewal 
efforts on the south end of Main 
Street, increase our hanging 
flower basket program, create a 
social services program for our 
elderly, produce a map of our 
sewer system, and reorganize 
and activate our several town 
committees. For the first time in 
our history we now have a fleet 
of new, matching police vehicles. 
The floodwall department has 
two new mowing machines, the 
Veteran’s Memorial looks great, 
and the deal has been completed 
for the demolition of two houses 
on South Main to make space for 
a retail business. 

    In addition to the planned 
goals, we have given considerable 
effort to obtaining the old Ceredo 
Elementary School. It now ap-
pears that the Board of Education 
will soon deed the property to the 
town, thus giving us an opportu-
nity to create a public-use space 
never before enjoyed in Ceredo. 
Our maintenance employees are 
now provided with matching 
town uniforms, waste baskets 
have been installed at most inter-
sections, we are awaiting delivery 
of a new dump truck, and our 
neighborhood litter control pro-
gram is keeping our streets clean. 
    As we begin our third year, 
the administration goals are to 
initiate a street-light replacement 
program, re-open the refurbished 
Ramsdell House for historical 
tours, determine uses for the 
Ceredo School property, focus 
efforts toward the demolition of 
abandoned houses, repurpose the 
tennis courts in the town park 
as pickleball courts, continue the 
business sign program, and begin 
a renewal program for downtown 
buildings that will hopefully give 

the area a more cohesive ap-
pearance to the various business 
structures. 
    In addition to these “projects”, 
our employees have continued 
to do the annual duties of street 
patching, sidewalk repairs, leaf 
collection, garbage collection, 
and general maintenance of our 
common areas. The sewer system 
mapping project is well underway 
and should be completed this 
year. 
    The downside of the last two 
years is the realization that our 
tax base is decreasing. Between 
1976 when the Ceredo Plaza 
and the liquor store were built, 
through 2009 when the synfuel 
program at KRT was closed, 
Ceredo enjoyed the rare position 
of having more revenue than was 
required for the general operation 
of the town. Our town fathers 
took advantage of that situation 
to build a new Town Hall, re-pave 
most of our streets, build recre-
ation facilities, and perhaps most 
importantly, to absorb utility rate 
increases without passing them 
on to our residents. 

    We now face a situation where 
our revenue and expenses are bal-
anced. We no longer have several 
hundred thousand excess dollars 
for discriminatory spending, and 
must be wise stewards of our 
revenues to save sufficient “rainy 
day” funds. No longer will we 
be able to absorb trash collec-
tion costs that exceed revenues 
by thousands. We are mandated 
by the Public Service Commis-
sion to have our sanitary sewage 
treated in Huntington, and we 
have absorbed three rate in-
creases from Huntington without 
passing those to our customers. 
This places us in the unfriendly 
position of having to consider 
increases in garbage collection 
fees and sewer rates, but if those 
increases become reality our rates 
will still remain the lowest in the 
area. Council will be considering 
these matters in the following 
months. 
    Several of our roads, including 
Crescent Drive, Broad Hollow, 
and Smith Branch are owned 
by the state. On the one side it is 
good that repairs to those roads 

are the responsibility of the state, 
but the downside is that we can’t 
force the state to do required 
maintenance. Over the past two 
years we have made every plea 
possible for the state to repair 
these roads, and hopefully the 
new roads program being touted 
by Gov. Justice will yield some 
results for Ceredo. 
    Our request to you, as residents 
of Ceredo, is to become involved. 
A good community consists of 
people working toward a com-
mon goal, whether that goal is as 
simple as keeping your property 
neat, taking it upon yourself to 
keep your block litter-free, as-
sisting an elderly neighbor with 
landscaping, or seeking ap-
pointment to one of our several 
town committees. Ceredo has a 
long history of residents work-
ing together to better the town, 
and I urge each of you to do just 
one extra thing for the common 
good. We all agree that this is a 
wonderful place to live, and if we 
each do our part, we will remain 
the “Most Livable Town In West 
Virginia.” 
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POLICE BLOTTER 

NAME  AGE  RESIDENCE  ARRESTED 

ON 

DESCRIPTION  ARRESTING OFFICER 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  City Warrant: Battery of an Officer  D. Scarberry 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer X 3, Obstructing ‐ State Charges  D. Scarberry 

Basenback, Jerry Lee  45  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer, Obstructing  D. Scarberry 

Milum, Sherri Beth  52  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Driving Suspended/ Revoked 3rd Offense  D. Scarberry 

Moore, Henry J.  45  Catlettsburg, KY  05/16/16  Failure To Appear Capias ‐ Public Intoxication  C. M. Thompson 

Lucas, Harry J.  62  Huntington, WV  05/23/16  DUI (DRUGS), Possession of Controlled Substance  D. Scarberry 

Walters, Larry Dale  41  Ceredo, WV  05/27/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia, Possession of Concealed Deadly Weapon  

Z. Thompson 

Hammond, Richard Allen  58  Ceredo, WV  05/29/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Driving Suspended ‐ 

Misc, No Insurance, No Seat Belt 

C.M. Thompson 

Cook, Sherry J.  44  Louisa, KY  05/29/16  State Warrant: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, Possession 

of Drug Paraphernalia (City Charge) 

D. Scarberry 

Muncy, William Michael  41  FT. Gay, WV  05/29/16  State Warrants: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, City Charges 

for: Driving Suspended, Defective Eqmt, No MVI Sticker, 

No Insurance, No Registration 

D. Scarberry 

Walters, Dwayne K.  52  Columbus, OH  06/09/16  DUI 3rd Offense, Possession of Controlled Substance X 2, 

Disorderly Conduct 

D. Scarberry 

Davis, Christopher Devone  34  Huntington, WV  06/09/16  Domestic Battery, Night Time Burglary  C.M. Thompson 

Crow, Patricia Ann  49  Ceredo, WV  06/11/16  Possession of Marijuana, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia 

C.M. Thompson 

Turley, Robert Edward  19  Huntington, WV  06/11/16  DUI Drugs 1st Offense, Poss. Controlled Substances, 

Possession  of Drug Paraphernalia 

D. Scarberry 

Keen, Linda Robin  60  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS ‐ Driving Revoked ‐ DUI  Z. Thompson 

Keen, Randall Gale  57  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS‐ Driving Suspended‐Misc  Z. Thompson 

Nelson, Ruth Allen  35  Kenova, WV  06/15/16  State Warrant:  Worthless Checks  D. Scarberry 

Belcher, Sherri Lynn  30  Huntington, WV  06/18/16  Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  Z. Thompson 

Stewart, Steven W. II  35  Huntington, WV  06/22/16  State Capias: Receiving or Transferring Stolen Goods  C.M. Thompson 

 

As of 05/14/2016 

                                                                 

 

POLICE BLOTTER 

NAME  AGE  RESIDENCE  ARRESTED 

ON 

DESCRIPTION  ARRESTING OFFICER 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  City Warrant: Battery of an Officer  D. Scarberry 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer X 3, Obstructing ‐ State Charges  D. Scarberry 

Basenback, Jerry Lee  45  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer, Obstructing  D. Scarberry 

Milum, Sherri Beth  52  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Driving Suspended/ Revoked 3rd Offense  D. Scarberry 

Moore, Henry J.  45  Catlettsburg, KY  05/16/16  Failure To Appear Capias ‐ Public Intoxication  C. M. Thompson 

Lucas, Harry J.  62  Huntington, WV  05/23/16  DUI (DRUGS), Possession of Controlled Substance  D. Scarberry 

Walters, Larry Dale  41  Ceredo, WV  05/27/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia, Possession of Concealed Deadly Weapon  

Z. Thompson 

Hammond, Richard Allen  58  Ceredo, WV  05/29/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Driving Suspended ‐ 

Misc, No Insurance, No Seat Belt 

C.M. Thompson 

Cook, Sherry J.  44  Louisa, KY  05/29/16  State Warrant: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, Possession 

of Drug Paraphernalia (City Charge) 

D. Scarberry 

Muncy, William Michael  41  FT. Gay, WV  05/29/16  State Warrants: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, City Charges 

for: Driving Suspended, Defective Eqmt, No MVI Sticker, 

No Insurance, No Registration 

D. Scarberry 

Walters, Dwayne K.  52  Columbus, OH  06/09/16  DUI 3rd Offense, Possession of Controlled Substance X 2, 

Disorderly Conduct 

D. Scarberry 

Davis, Christopher Devone  34  Huntington, WV  06/09/16  Domestic Battery, Night Time Burglary  C.M. Thompson 

Crow, Patricia Ann  49  Ceredo, WV  06/11/16  Possession of Marijuana, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia 

C.M. Thompson 

Turley, Robert Edward  19  Huntington, WV  06/11/16  DUI Drugs 1st Offense, Poss. Controlled Substances, 

Possession  of Drug Paraphernalia 

D. Scarberry 

Keen, Linda Robin  60  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS ‐ Driving Revoked ‐ DUI  Z. Thompson 

Keen, Randall Gale  57  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS‐ Driving Suspended‐Misc  Z. Thompson 

Nelson, Ruth Allen  35  Kenova, WV  06/15/16  State Warrant:  Worthless Checks  D. Scarberry 

Belcher, Sherri Lynn  30  Huntington, WV  06/18/16  Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  Z. Thompson 

Stewart, Steven W. II  35  Huntington, WV  06/22/16  State Capias: Receiving or Transferring Stolen Goods  C.M. Thompson 

 

Ceredo Police Blotter
   NAME     ARRESTED ON     CHARGE(S) 
Blankenship, Brandon  05/22/2019  Driving Revoked for DUI 
Brooks, Anthony  05/23/2019  State Warrant:   DUI 
Blankenship, Jonathan Lee  05/24/2019  Reckless Driving, Destruction of Property 
Walters, Jeremy David  05/25/2019  City Capias: Driving Suspended 
Vanscoy, Lonnie Austin  05/28/2019  Driving Revoked:   DUI 
Griffith, Joshua  05/28/2019  Public Intoxication, Possession Controlled Substance 
West, Rebecca D.  05/29/2019  City Capias: FTA Expired MVI, Driving Suspended 
Kidd, Kimberly  06/04/2019  Domestic Battery 
Woodard, Dawn M.  06/10/2019  Capias FTA: Driving Suspended 
Hewlett, Alissa Lanee  06/22/2019  Possession Controlled Substance X 2 
Bowen, Kevin  06/25/2019  State Warrant:  Domestic Battery 
Shannon, Christopher Lee  06/30/2019  State Warr: Shoplifting, Fleeing-Veh, Reckless Driving 
    Speeding 
Harville, Angel  07/01/2019  DUI- Drugs 1st Offense 
Fitzpatrick, James  07/03/2019  Driving Suspended 
Skaggs, Angela    Capias:  Failure to Appear 
Lucas, Amber Renae  07/06/2019  DUI:   Drugs 1st Offense 
Swain, Matthew  07/07/2019  Public Intoxication, Disorderly Conduct, Obstructing 
Buskirk, Annetta  07/13/2019  Fleeing:   Vehicle 
Talbert, Ted Anthony  07/14/2019  State Warrant:  Driving Susp Misc, 
 Possession Controlled Substance 
Amend, Gregory M  07/20/2019  DUI 1ST Offense 
Kidd, Kimberly  07/21/2019  Capias:   Failure to Appear 
Napier, Kimberly Marie  07/21/2019  DUI 1st Offense 
Mayo, Connie Jean  07/22/2019  Driving Revoked:   DUI 
Mills, Ted A.  07/22/2019  Capias X 2 Failure to Appear, City Warrant: Obstructing, 
    Disorderly Conduct 
Bowman, Sonya Laree  07/23/2019  DUI 1st Offense 

New Policeman Hired 

The Town of Ceredo has 
added a new patrolman to 
the Police Department. John 
Lange, a native of Proctorville, 
Ohio, joined the force on July 
15, 2019. Lange will take part 
in on-the-job training under 
the direction of Chief Tony 
Poston and Training Officer 
Matt Thompson for approxi-
mately three weeks, and will 
attend the West Virginia State 
Police Academy later this year. 
    A graduate of Fairland High 
School, Lange played football 
and baseball for the Drag-
ons. Following graduation, 
Lange attended Ohio Univer-
sity Southern fr one semester 
before enlisting in the Marine 

Corps in 2013, where he was 
trained as a rifleman and 
later deployed with the 26th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit 
between October, 2015 and 
April, 2016. During his de-
ployment Lange assisted with 
training of military personnel 
from the United Arab Emir-
ates and Portuguese armed 
services. 
    Upon returning to the Unit-
ed States, Lange was assigned 
to a training battalion at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, 
where he served as a platform 
instructor and certified range 
coach for Marine recruits. 
Upon completion of his enlist-
ment period, Lange returned 

to Ohio and took employment 
at Lowe’s in South Point before 
deciding to become a police 
officer. 
    “We are fortunate and 
proud to have John Lange 
join the Ceredo force,” said 
Chief Tony Poston. “His 
distinguished military service, 
maturity, and intelligence are 
all indicators that John will be 
a great addition.” 
    Officer Matt Chapman will 
be graduating from the State 
Police Academy on August 2, 
2019, and will resume full-
time patrol duties in Ceredo 
the following week. 

John Lange
Come out and participate in the 

annual Good Samaritan Soles 5K on 
Monday, September 2, 2019 at 8:30am
Register online at www.gssoles5k.com, 

Ceredo Town Hall, Kenova City Hall, 
C-K Florist or C-K Memorial Library
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C-K Sports Weekend 

In All The World There Is 
Only One Evaroni’s

US RT. 60 914 Oak Street, Kenova, WV

HOnOR ROll
Eleanor Terry 08/19
In Memory of J. J. & Roma Gail Billups 08/19
Mike Watts 09/19
Paul & Kathy Billups 10/19
Dinah & Dale Ledbetter 10/19
Jennifer Ferguson 10/19
Connie & Mark Beford 10/19
In Memory of Janice Justice 12/19
Donna Vanhoose 02/20
In Memory of Charles & Betty Pratt 02/20
Gary & Marsha Pinson 03/20
Brenda Francis 03/20
George Keigley 03/20
In Memory of Houston & Gladys Woolwine 03/20
Katrina Childers 03/20
In Memory of Herb & Helen Stephens 08/20
In Memory of Coach Dale Craycraft 08/20
Rhonda & Barry Scragg 04/20
In Memory of Robert (Pete) & Carolyn Sullivan 04/20
In Memory of Alberta “Dossie” & Sherman Medley  04/20
Tim Wilson 05/20
John C. Hall 05/20
Dr.Ron & Lucinda Akers 06/20
In Memory of Clarence & Dotty Clarkson 07/20
Marlene Simmons 07/20
Jim & Pat Billups 02/21
Jeanette & Roger Barker 03/21
Jack & Ann Riggs 05/21
Leigh Ann Johnson 04/22

The New Crescent Honor Roll is intended to be a way we give special recogni-
tion to those persons who donate at least $50.00 during the year to support our 
publication.  Since the Honor Roll is a twelve-month feature, you will need to re-
new your contribution every twelve months to remain on the Roll.  Your name not 
appearing indicates your year had expired.  

A very special “Thank You!” to all of you who have helped us to continue the 
paper with your gifts.  With your help, we have been able to publish and deliver 
The New Crescent to every home in Ceredo since February 1990!

Preferred Home Health
705C Street • Ceredo, WV

(304) 453-3590
1-800-995-2151 or 1-800-496-6944

Providing in home health care for Wayne,
Cabell, Lincoln, Boone and Wyoming

Counties in West Virginia

Medicare Certified and Joint Commission Accredited.

Supporting Our Community 
Ceredo United Methodist Church

Thrift Store
Clothing, Shoes, Housewares, Books, Collectibles For everyone in the family

Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10:00am-4:30pm • Saturday 10am-2pm
All Donations Greatly Appreciated

Location: 218 Main Street, Ceredo

tHE nEw CREsCEnt
Published by The New Crescent, Ceredo, West Virginia for the residents of 
Ceredo, Kenova and the surrounding area,reporting news, announcements 
of interest, government actions and features both current and historical. 

Letters welcome.  

Advertising available. Write the New Crescent, Post Office Box 691, 
Ceredo, WV,  25507 or call 304-453-1041.  

GIBSON’S BARBER SHOP
Complete Tonsorial Services

Beautiful Downtown
Catlettsburg, Kentucky

Gary Gibson, Proprietor
Big Jim, Number 1 Barber

Brent - Middle Chair
Old Fashioned Barbering • Open Wednesday - Saturday

    The 22nd edition of the 
C-K Sports Weekend was 
another rousing success. 
The annual Friday evening 
banquet drew an over-
flow crowd to the Kenova 
Methodist Church as the 
C-K sports community 
gathered to remember late 
C-K multi-sport star and 
C-K Band Drum Major 
Herb Stephens, Jr. The 
Eric Sparks Memorial Golf 
Tournament followed on 
Saturday, with approxi-
mately 170 golfers play-
ing at the Creekside Golf 
Club. 
    Stephens was a mem-
ber of the 1959 C-K Little 
League team that won our 
first state title, and contin-
ued his athletic career as 

an All-State performer in 
baseball, basketball, and 
track at Ceredo-Kenova. 
Following a freshman year 
at Marshall where he par-
ticipated in basketball and 
track, Stephens joined the 
Air Force and served as a 
Romanian linguist when 
not playing basketball. 
    It was during a base bas-
ketball tournament while 
stationed in Texas that 
Stephens was noticed and 
recruited to play at Texas 
Christian University. After 
graduation, Stephens was 
a coach and administrator 
in the Fort Worth Inde-
pendent School District, 
finishing his career as 
Director of Athletics. In 
appreciation of his work 

in Texas, the Fort Worth 
District named an athletic 
complex in his honor. 
    Bill Cornwell, Ric Chaf-
fin, Paul Billups, 
Skip Looney, and John 
Stephens shared memories 
of Stephens and his per-
sonal and athletic exploits, 
with the overall thought 
that although he lived in 
Texas, Herb had a deep 
appreciation of Ceredo 
and Kenova. 
    The Sports Weekend 
is the major fund-raiser 
for youth sports in the 
Ceredo-Kenova area, with 
annual proceeds going 
to benefit area baseball, 
basketball, and football 
programs. 
 

Mayor, Paul Billups, honoring his friend, the late Herb Stephens at the 22nd 
annual Eric Sparks Memorial Sports Banquet. 

Chris Cole and Barry Scragg, reminiscing about the glory days at C-K at the 
Eric Sparks Memorial Sports Banquet 

John Stephens, of Hurricane, WV, Herb Stephens’ brother, speaking at the 22nd 
annual Eric Sparks Memorial Sports Banquet.  



    For many years Austin’s 
Homemade Ice Cream was 
a local favorite, then for 
several years the vener-
able establishment was a 
regional attraction. With 
the advent of social media 
spreading the word and 
the enthusiastic work Joyce 
Snyder, Kim Adkins, and 
Timothy Ruff, it is now 
safe to place Austin’s in the 
“World Famous” category! 
    For the third consecutive 
year, Austin’s celebrated Na-
tional Ice Cream Day with 
a “Dollar Dip” promotion. 
Ice cream was sold, from 
opening until closing, for 

$1.00 per dip, and public 
loved it. With traffic control 
assistance from Highway 
Safety, Inc. and the Ceredo 
Police Department, Austin’s 
managed to keep the lines 
moving and the record 
crowd safe and satisfied. 
    The drive-thru line 
stretched west on Route 60 
for several blocks nearly all 
day, and walk-up parking 
expanded to fill lots across 
Route 60 and on-street 
parking for two blocks. 
The highlight of the day 
came at 9:45, when Austin’s 
sponsored a giant fireworks 
extravaganza, unlike any 

seen in Ceredo since the 
1976 Bicentennial celebra-
tion. Timothy Ruff was the 
fireworks coordinator, and 
from a safe place behind 
the floodwall he enter-
tained several thousand 
spectators as the fire-
works could be seen from 
Catlettsburg to Westmore-
land. 
    Dollar Dip Day was a 
great success, for Austin’s, 
for the Town, and for the 
over 1000 patrons that got 
a taste of the best ice cream 
manufactured in America! 

The First Congregational 
Church of Ceredo is a landmark 
for several reasons – it was the 
first dedicated church building 
in the town, the architecture is 
unique, having been designed 
by S. Floyd Hoard of one of 
Ceredo’s founding families, and 
the steeple is recognizable from 
miles around – and we can add 
another item to this list: the 
Bald Cypress tree located on 
the northeast side of the church 
property. 
    Bald Cypress is a tree generally 
found along coastal or swampy 
regions of the southeast United 
States. The species is unique in 
that its leaves are needles, yet the 

tree is deciduous, meaning the 
needles fall off in winter. At first 
glance one might think the Bald 
Cypress is a typical evergreen 
species, given the needle-leaves, 
but it is not. The Congregational 
tree is one of the taller trees in 
town, and quite beautiful. 
    For the inquiring minds 
among us, the question becomes 
how did the Baldcypress end 
up in Ceredo? Local arborist, 
pharmacist, and bicyclist Bill 
Presley has studied the tree and 
theorizes that a seed or sapling 
likely was transported up the 
Mississippi and Ohio rivers to 
Ceredo. Bill notes that there are 
two other Baldcypress trees in 

the area, both in Catlettsburg. 
Whatever the origin, this tree 
certainly adds to the beauty of 
Ceredo and the church property. 
    In coastal areas the Baldcy-
press is referred to as the “wood 
eternal” because of its resistance 
to decay. The wood is used for 
heavy construction purposes, 
including docks, warehouses, 
boats, and bridges, and the 
Baldcypress is most common in 
the Big Cypress National Pre-
serve near Naples, Florida. The 
nest time you are on 1st Street 
West near the Congregational 
Church, take a minute to admire 
one of our most unique, and 
beautiful, trees. 
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  Tri-State Cremation Society 
 

 

 

 

www.tristatecremationsociety.com 

Tri-State Cremation society is proud to announce the opening of our New 

On-Site Crematory. As the only provider in Cabell and Wayne Counties 

to have an On-Site Crematory, rest assured your loved ones never leave 

our care. Whether your wishes are simple cremation or full services, our 

staff is available 24hrs to assist.   Two locations in Huntington and 

Ceredo to better serve you. 

Ceredo-Kenova & Ferrell-Chambers Funeral Homes 

1135 Route 60 P.O. Box 907 Ceredo, WV 25507 

                             924 20
th

 Street Huntington, WV 25703 

Matthew A. Chambers, Licensee-In-Charge 
Brian O. Stewart, Crematory Licensee-In-Charge 

Call Today:  (304) 522-1514 

            cremation@hotmail.com 

 

   “An Affordable Cremation Option” 

Pickleball Fever 
Pickleball Fever is rampant in Ceredo and Kenova! The Ceredo pickleball courts, located in the 
town park, were opened last month and usage has greatly exceeded expectations. According 
to Councilman Dennis Adkins, a neighbor of the park, “This is a fantastic addition to our park 
system. The old tennis courts were vary rarely used, and the new pickleball courts are busy every 
day.”  
    In addition to the pickleball courts, the old basketball court was resurfaced and lined along with 
new backboards and rims. Basketball play has greatly increased and the players have done an 
excellent job in keeping the area clean. 
    Pickleball is the fastest-growing participant sport in the United States and is a game that is 
adaptable for any age or skill level. On a typical day at the Ceredo courts there are players ranging 
from 9 to 75 years of age. Ceredo resident Suzanne Brody had never played the game until last 
month, and is now an avid participant. “This is great exercise in addition to being pure fun,” said 
Mrs. Brody, “I watched my children and husband participate in sports for years, and now there is 
a game, a great facility, and wonderful group of people that allow me to be the player for a change.” 
    Persons interested in playing or learning the game can come to the courts anytime and those 
playing will take time to get you started. Equipment, consisting of a paddle and balls, is available 
at Town Hall for no charge. The courts are open daily from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m., free to the 
public. 
    Longtime local basketball referee Bob Sparks, also new to the game, stated “This is a great game 
to help people stay fit, it is simple and fun to play at whatever your personal pace may be. I am 
hoping to improve my game enough to challenge Ronnie Jarrell for the Ceredo championship 
later this summer!” 
    With pickleball, basketball, the walking track, and softball going strong, the park has been a live-
ly place this summer. There is a good possibility that playground equipment will soon be installed 
in the park, thus bringing the space to its full potential with activities available for all age groups. 
“The town has undertaken a number of projects during the past two years, all of which have made 
life better here in Ceredo, but the idea for pickleball courts and the great job in building them by 
town employees is perhaps the best project completed in years, given that the courts promote 
health, make a beautiful entry into the park, and will be used for many years,” said Councilman 
Oscar Adkins, “We see a great future for our park, we are fortunate to have such space in a small 
town, and hope everyone takes advantage of the park during the coming months.”

Dollar Dip Success 

Congregational Bald Cypress 

SUN TUES WED THUR
5PM to 10PM

FRI SAT 5PM  to 10:30 PM

252 MAIN ST CEREDO
453-3000

•Lasagna
•Spaghetti
•Rigatoni
•Ravioli
•Fettucini
•Fresh Veal
•Seafood

•Manicotti
•Sausage
•Cacciatore
•Linguine 
with Clam Sauce
(Red & White)

“Fine Foods with a Personal Touch”

Karen Dawson has perfected her serve on the Pickleball Court at Paul T. Billups Park

Locals enjoying the newly refurbished Pickleball Courts at Paul T. Billups Park
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 Tranquil Setting Overlooking The Ohio Valley 
 

 Inside The Ceredo City Limits 
 

 Most Affordable Burial Plots In                       
The Tri-State Area                                                                

$550 per Standard Burial Plot                              
$175 per Cremation Burial Plot 

 
 Price Includes Perpetual Care 

 
 Tranquil Setting Overlooking 

The Ohio Valley 
 

 Inside The Ceredo            
City Limits 

 
 Most Affordable Burial Plots 

In The Tri-State Area :        
$550 per Standard Burial Plot 
$175 per Cremation Burial Plot 

 
 Price Includes                 
Perpetual Care 

CEREDO CRESCENT HILL CEMETERY  
PROVIDING REST CLOSE TO HOME 

CONTACT STANLEY FINK AT 453-5622 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CEREDO CRESCENT               
HILL CEMETERY  

 

PROVIDING REST CLOSE TO HOME 

CONTACT STANLEY FINK AT 453-5622                

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

COMMUNITY FITNESS CENTER

1201 Poplar St
Kenova, WV 25530

304-453-2449

Open 7 Days a Week

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs 7am-9pm

Fri 7am-8pm
Sat 8am-3pm
Sun 1pm-5pm

Classes Available

MOnDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am
R.I.P.P.E.D. 5:30-6:30pm

Zumba Gold 6:30-7:30pm

TUESDAy
Zumb Toning 6:30-7:30pm

WEDnESDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am
Zumba Gold 6:30-7:30pm

THURSDAy
R.I.P.P.E.D. 5:30-6:30pm

Zumba 6:30-7:30pm

FRIDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am

SUnDAy
Zumba Sentao 2-3:15pm

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Single (18+) $170.00/yr

Family (Married Couple $270/yr 
Additional family members 13-18 

who resides in the same household 
is $70/yr per family member.

Seniors (60+) $110/yr

Daily $5

Monthly $30 (adult)
$25 (ages 13-18)

InSTRUCTORS:
Heather Ferguson (Zumba, Silver Sneakers, R.I.P.P.E.D., Toning)

Sarah Lester (Zumba Gold)

EQUIPMEnT
AVAILABLE
nautilus Exercise

Equipment

Free Weights

Cardiovascular
Equipment

new Shower Facilities

“Do you have your
Medicare Plan through

HUMANA?”
You may 

qualify for:

Lemon Fluff Pie
by Natalie Riggs Hemann

I had a jar of lemon curd in the fridge that I 
wanted to use.  There are a lot of recipes for “no 
bake” pies that call for cream cheese and Cool 
Whip and I thought adding the lemon curd to 
these two ingredients would make a tasty pie...
and I was right!  Most of the pies like this call for 
a graham cracker crust but I think this pecan 
shortbread crust makes the pie so much better.  I 
used reduced fat cream cheese and “TruWhip” 
(found at Kroger) instead of Cool Whip.  It is 
supposed to be a healthier version of the usual 
non-dairy topping and I think it tastes better, too.  
If you really want to make this a decadent des-
sert, use full fat cream cheese and real whipping 
cream – just remember to take your cholesterol 
medicine!

LEMON FLuFF PIE

CRuST:
1 cup flour
¼ cup confectioner’s sugar
1 ¼ cup butter
1 cup chopped pecans
Combine the above ingredients together above 
ingredients and place in 10” pie pan and bake 
at 350 degrees for about 30 minutes.  Cool 
thoroughly.

FILLING:
8 ounces reduced fat cream cheese
1 – 9.5 oz. (approximately) jar of lemon curd 
(add 2 jars for stronger lemon flavor)
1 tub Original TruWhip (not Skinny version)
With a mixer, beat together the cream cheese 
and lemon curd; fold in TruWhip and fill 
cooled pie crust.  Refrigerate until served.

The Crescent Kitchen

FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 

or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government for a redress of grievances
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The Ceredo-Kenova Farmers Market is open for 
the 2018 season! Located at the town shelter on the Mitch Stadium 
parking lot, the market will be open from  9AM – 2 PM on Fridays 

and Saturdays through October. 

The primary farms will be Greenbrier Farm and 
Rocky Knob Farm, both located in Wayne County.  It is expected that 

several smaller farms will participate as their particular crops are 
ready for harvest, and back by popular demand 

will be Amish doughnuts and baked goods.

Farmers interested in selling at the 
market should contact 

Dustin Long at Ceredo Town Hall, 
304-453-4675.

Located at the town shelter on the Mitch Stadium parking lot

Ramsdell House Grand Re-Opening and Memorial Dedication Set for September 8th 

1850s Box Grand Piano Donated to Ramsdell House Detergents and Car Washing 

    The historic Z. D. Ramsdell House and Museum will reopen 
on September 8, 2019, following extensive renovations. Built 
atop an Indian burial mound and completed in 1858, the home 
survived the raids of the Civil War, the great floods of 1913 and 
1937, and still stands to share its remarkable history. 
    One of the interesting aspects of the Ramsdell story is the fact 
that over time, the graves of Z.D. Ramsdell and family members 
buried on the property became unidentifiable. In addition to 
the Ramsdell family, local history suggests that other Ceredo 
settlers along with soldiers from both sides of the Civil War 
were buried on the Ramsdell estate. A proper memorial marker 
has been commissioned by the Town of Ceredo and will be 
dedicated during the grand re-opening for the museum on 
Sunday, September 8th, at 3:00 p.m. 
         Members of the Ramsdell family will be present for the 
dedication of the memorial, along with special guests includ-
ing Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Hershel “Woody” 
Williams, local pastors and civic leaders, and others.  Following 
the ceremony, there will be a celebration with musical perfor-

mances, an ice cream social featuring Austin’s Homemade Ice 
Cream, appearances by Civil War reenactors, book signings by 
area authors, and free tours of the home museum until approxi-
mately 6:00 p.m. 
    Zophar and Almeda Ramsdell came to Ceredo from Mas-
sachusetts in 1857 at the behest of Ceredo founder Eli Thayer. 
Thayer had initiated “a noble social experiment” in the South: 
rather than merely preaching against slavery, Ceredo was 
formed as an industrial community to provide alternatives to 
slave-dependent agricultural businesses. Thayer recruited abo-
litionist business and community leaders who could encourage 
anti-slavery dialogue and provide anti-slavery votes when the 
opportunity came. Local history suggests that the Ramsdells 
provided a safe house for freedom-seeking travelers on the 
Underground Railroad. The Ramsdell House, located next to 
the Ohio River and directly across from Burlington, Ohio, pro-
vided a perfect last stopping point from which persons seeking 
freedom could leave the Ramsdell cellar door and wade across 
the Ohio. 

    The Ramsdell House was donated to the Ceredo Histori-
cal Commission in 1982 and preserved to be a museum, with 
renovations taking place at that time when the house was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. After three decades 
the house was again falling into disrepair and was closed in 
July, 2017, for safety reasons as town leaders determined future 
uses for the property. The second resurrection began in Janu-
ary, 2019, with the hiring of a project coordinator and initial 
renovations required for safety were begun. During this process, 
a systematic harvesting and cataloguing of known and newly 
discovered documents and relics took place. With the assis-
tance of the West Virginia Department of Culture and History, 
structural renovations are underway which should stabilize the 
dwelling for years to come. 
     For additional information, contact the Ramsdell House at 
304-908-9696, or Ceredo Town Hall at 304-453-1041, or go to 
www.RamsdellHouse.com or Ramsdell House on Facebook. 

The Ramsdell House Museum collection continues to grow with the recent acquisition of an 
1850s square grand piano.   
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Gilbert presented the 1850s rosewood square grand piano to the Ramsdell 
House Museum this month.  The piano belonged to Ruth Gilbert’s great-grandparents, the Turn-
ers, in Nashville, Tennessee.  Ruth’s grandparents, W. B. and Jenny Richardson brought it from 
Nashville up the Tennessee River on a barge, to a landing near their farm in middle Tennessee 
close to the town of Hustburg.  The piano then was in Ruth’s grandparent’s parlor for many years.   
Ruth and Gary rescued the piano from Ruth’s grandmother’s barn in Tennessee approximately 40 
years ago and it has been a centerpiece in the Gilbert home since.  The couple is currently moving 
to a smaller home and felt it appropriate to share the piano with the Ramsdell House Museum so 
more people could enjoy it. 
As the Ramsdell House was heavily utilized for community, educational and church events and a 
substantial collection of hymn books, sheet music and music education materials were found in 
the home, a period-appropriate piano is a valuable addition to the museum, alongside the Massa-
chusetts-manufactured 1850s pump organ previously acquired. 
The Gilberts also donated a family violin or “fiddle” which belonged to Gary Gilbert’s grandfa-
ther’s family and was played at many barn dances and gatherings in the Grayson, Kentucky area.  
It will continue to be displayed on the piano as it was for many years in the Gilbert home. 
These acquisitions will be on display during the Ramsdell grand re-opening festivities on Sunday, 
September 8th and thereafter

The Town of Ceredo is regulated as a Phase II Small MS4 Program.  MS4 stands for storm water 
discharge from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems.  The storm water sewer in Ceredo is sepa-
rate from our sanitary sewer.  Sinks, toilets, and interior floor drains must be connected to the sanitary 
sewer system.  The wastewater discharged to the sanitary sewer receives treatment to remove pollutants 
prior to release to creeks and rivers.  Pollutants contained in storm water runoff flow directly into local 
waterways, without treatment where they can be harmful to humans and the environment.  Oil and 
grease, food waste, paint, concrete-related wastewater, chemicals and even dirt must be prevented from 
entering the storm drain system in order to preserve our local waterways.  Storm water runoff is a fact 
of life.  How we deal with storm water runoff requires everyone’s involvement. 
 
Most people do not think of detergents as a serious environmental hazard.  Unfortunately, detergents in 
our creeks and ponds pose a very real threat to our fish.  The detergents by themselves can have poison-
ous effects to all types of aquatic life if they are present in sufficient quantities, and this includes the 
biodegradable detergents.  All detergents destroy the external mucus layers that protect the fish from 
bacteria and parasites; plus they can cause severe damage to the gills.  Detergents can also add to prob-
lems of aquatic life by lowering the surface tension of the water.  Organic chemicals such as pesticides 
and phenols are then much more easily absorbed by the fish. 
 
The Town of Ceredo has not established regulatory requirements at this time; however, we are asking 
for citizens to voluntarily reduce all outdoor detergent discharges. 
 
Each and every one of us can make a positive difference in improving the quality of Jordan Branch, 
Twelvepole Creek, and the Ohio River if we will just make a few changes in our lifestyles.  First, do not 
wash cars, boats or RVs at home.  The detergent laden water runs down the street, through the storm 
drain and into our streams.  Use a commercial car wash instead.  It does not matter if it is automated or 
self-serve; the wastewater generated at these facilities is sent to the wastewater treatment plant where 
it is thoroughly cleaned.  Second, practice dry cleanup methods when cleaning your sidewalks and 
driveways.  Try using a broom instead of a water hose and utilize dry cleanup methods when removing 
oil stains.  There are many new products available at most auto part stores that do not use water. 
 
To reduce the impact of car wash runoff into storm drains, citizens can implement some of the best 
management practices listed below:
 
• Using a commercial car wash. 
• Washing your car on gravel, grass or other permeable surfaces. 
• Blocking off the storm drain during charity car wash events or using an insert to catch wash water. 
• Pumping soapy water from car washes into a sanitary sewer drain. 
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• If pumping into a drain is not feasible, pumping car wash water onto grass or landscaping to provide 
filtration. 
• Using hoses with nozzles that automatically turn off when left unattended. 
 
To learn more, please follow our periodic articles in this newspaper on storm water and Ceredo’s MS4 
program regarding water quality, storm water management.  As you read these articles, you will see that 
we all have the ability to have an impact on our most precious natural resource by promoting respon-
sible methods or making small changes in our everyday lives.  In addition, the Town of Ceredo’s MS4 
program is routinely discussed at town council meetings, and the public’s involvement is encouraged.


